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House Republicans have effective- 
ly barred supporters of federal fund- 
ing for public broadcasting from re- 
storing cuts recommended by the 
House Appropriations Committee. 
Meanwhile, two Republican lawmak- 
ers are considering raising amend- 
ments in today’s floor debate that 
could more than double those cuts. 

As a result, it seems that the best 
that public broadcasters can hope for 
today is not to lose any more 
ground. 

“It’s very clear the Republicans 
are out to kill public broadcasting,” 
said Rep. Nita M. Lowey (D-N.Y.) 
“The way the rule on amendments is 
structured does not allow for free 
debate.” 

Lowey and Reps. Edward J. Mar- 
key (D-Mass.) and Nancy Pelosi (D- 
CaJif.) had wanted to offer an amend- 
ment restoring funds, but they found 
their hands tied by rules governing 
debate on the bill. 

Other arts-related agencies likely 
will find themselves in the same cir- 
cumstance, with the relatively mod- 
est cuts made in committee remain- 
ing unchallengeable, but with deeper 
cuts still possible. 

As part of a larger recision bill, 
the House is scheduled to vote on 
the committee’s recommendation 
that funds already appropriated for 
the Corporation for Public Broad- 
casting be cut by 15 percent in 1996 
and 30 percent in 1997. CPB cur- 
rently is budgeted to receive $285 
million a year in federal funds. 

Reps. Dana Rohrabacher (R- 


Calif.) and Philip M. Crane (R-Bl.) 
last night were mulling over wheth- 
er to introduce separate amend- 
ments, one of them doubling those 
cuts and the other almost tripling 
them. 

At the same time, the CPB board 
met yesterday and selected the New 
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investment firm of Lehman 
Bros, as its financial adviser. The 
board ^looking for ways to raise 
funds other than through direct fed- 
eral appropriations, although execu- 
tives stress that they are not giving 
up oh the - idea of federal support in 
some form. Lehman is supposed to 
come up" with funding alternatives in 
the next eight weeks. 

' The arirangement with Lehman 
replaces ? a similar contract with 
Clark & Weinstock and Wasserstein- 
Perella that came under fire last 
month: from board members con- 
- cemed about the appearance of lob- 
bying and the personal relationship 
. between Clark & Weinstock partner 
Vin Weber and House Speaker Newt 
Gingrich t (R-Ga.). Lehman will not 
offer advice on any public policy, a 
CPB spokesman said. 

CPB President Richard Carlson 
told mertibers that the first priority 
of any plans would be to retain the 
noncoihmercial nature of public 
broadcasting. He said that even the 
cuts 1 proposed by the committee 
would be “devastating.” “Some sta- 
tions wdl be forced to close, others 
will radically alter their operations,” 
he said. “National programming will 

- * contract* significantly. Local produc- 
er jition wijtdecline on the order of 40 
f ripercfe^He added, “This is not an 
5 ; iexaggeit$tion to make a point. It is a 
: I jfact.’j’ 

- i i 0 W&Jess visible aspects of pub- 
|) ; He bfogdeasting “will disappear,” he 
| \ ,-said,i nafjung closed captioning, de- 
’ ! ‘Scnptive ‘video, on-line networking, 

• ; distand^ gaming, public school out- 
■ ‘reach and workplace training. 

The fcPB board also heard from a 
report it 'commissioned from Nation- 
al Economic Research Associates, 
which concluded that despite the 
contentions of some lawmakers, “it 
is a myth that a reduction in federal 
bmds . . . will lead to a substantial 
and sustainable increase in private 
contributions.” NERA estimated 
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that only about 14 percent of federal 
support could be replaced privately. 

The report also said that revenues 
from licensing products related to 
shows would be substantially lower 
than the numbers that have been 
suggested by opponents of federal 
funding. That tactic, it said, should 
not be looked to as a way to provide 
“a substantial or reliable long-term 
source of funds.” 

But supporters of public broad- 
casting, who have been looking to 
today’s floor debate as an opportuni- 
ty for restoring funds, have found 
themselves unable to offer any such 
amendments. Though the precise 
rules for debate were still being set- 
tled on late yesterday, the Rules 
Committee was requiring that any 
restoration of funds be offset by oth- 
er cuts from another program in the 
same “chapter” of the bill. Further, 
those cuts must come from pro- 
grams that already have been 

“Some stations will 
be forced to close ” 

— CPB President Richard Carlson 

trimmed in committee; those pro- 
grams that emerged unscathed can- 
not be cut on the floor. That means 
that cuts would have to come from 
programs from the Department of 
Labor, Health and Human Services 
or Education that have already been 
hit, and Democrats are loath to cut 
any further from those areas. 

“It’s a steep slope to zero,” said 
one Capitol Hill staffer whose boss 
opposes the size of the cuts in feder- 
al funding for public biroadcasting. 

A number of Hill insiders criticize 
public broadcasters for not mobiliz- 
ing enough support to shift the mo- 
mentum of the debate. Even public 
broadcasting officials themselves 
have acknowledged they have not al- 
ways been in sync on how to handle 
the Republican’s drive to “zero- 


fund,” or “privatize,” public broad- 
casting. 

“We have not always been p ulling 
on the same oar,” CPB President 
Carlson said last week. “But we are 
these days. Everybody’s got a seat 
on the boat.” Carlson said executives 
of CPB, PBS, National Public Radio 
and America’s Public Television Sta- 
tions (APTS), the lobbying organiza- 
tion of the member stations, are now 
meeting regularly by conference call 
and are coordinating a combined 
strategy. 

CPB has taken a more conciliatory 
stance in its dealings with the Hill, 
for which it has earned both criti- 
cism and applause. PBS, on the oth- 
er hand, has taken a harder line — 
for which it, too, has been both criti- 
cized and applauded. 

Approaches to the Hill have been 
limited by the restriction on lobbying 
by every organization but APTS. Ad- 
ditionally, efforts to show a broad 
base of public support took a hit 
when Rep. Bob Livingston (R-La.), 
chairman of the full House Appropri- 
ations Committee, took the micro- 
phone at a Hill hearing and blasted 
his local public television station for 
displaying his office phone numbers 
and urging viewers to call him to 
show their support. 

He called the action lobbying and 
said he might have to investigate the 
use of public funds for such an ap- 
proach. Public broadcasters, who 
had warned stations previously, took 
an even more stem approach in tell- 
ing stations to stop. 

The vote today is on recisions for I 
already appropriated funds. CPB still ! 
faces hearings this spring on its 
1998 budget and must be reautho- 
rized for continued existence after j 
1996. The latter process, Carlson j 
told the board yesterday, is likely to ! 
begin in the House Telecommunica- 
tions subcommittee, chaired by Rep. 
Jack M. Fields Jr. (R-Tex.). 

In the meantime, public broad- 
casting supporters are looking to 
their last Capitol Hill source for help: 
the Senate, where anything could 
happen. 

Staff writer Jacqueline Trescott 
contributed to this report. 



